Introduction: This study aims to provide a preliminary review on the enumeration of medicinal plants mentioned in the Bhela Samhita along with a probable botanical identity. Bhela Samhita is one of the important classical treatises of Ayurveda. It is quoted by many scholars in medieval periods. It has sustained its originality as it is less redacted by its successors in the subsequent era. Apart from the critical edition of the manuscript of Bhela Samhita, None of the scholars of the ancient period or modern times have put much emphasis on the medicinal plants of Bhela Samhita.
INTRODUCTION
Studying of works on Science in ancient India, especially on medicines which is an art as well as science has many lessons to convey. The Bhela Samhita is one of the prominent treatises of the Samhita period of Ayurveda (Post Vedic period 100 BC to 400 BC). Bhelacharya was one of the outstanding six colleagues-disciples of Punarvasu Atreya and contemporary of Agnivesha (period 1000 BC). His position was number two, Agnivesha standing at the top. He has individually and independently written a compendium of his own on Ayurveda, named as Bhelatantra, later developed as Bhela Samhita. Agnivesha Samhita got the first predominance and appreciation, being propagated down through different ages and considered as the backbone of the oldest Ayurveda Samhitas which was redacted by Charaka and subsequently by Drudhabala, and now available in the form of Charaka Samhita. Charaka Samhita occupied the prime position while other treatises dwindled by the scourge of time and also because of their subject matter was also same and the presentation was not much impressive as that of the former. Bhela Samhita also got equal approval and recognition of Atreya during that time. However, this treatise lost its popularity even during the time of Vagbhatta also. Bhela Samhita was available in its original form till the recent years as it was not exposed to the redactors and commentators. Nevertheless, Bhela is quoted by many authors and commentators of the medieval period. Bhela Samhita is not written in the style of question-answer between guru-shishya as found in other Samhitas. Regarding the native place and the regional movement of Bhela, it is considered that he belonged to Gandhara (present Kandahar). Some researchers also opine that Bhela belonged to someplace on the border area in Punjab and Rajasthan while the workplaces of Bhela were Iran, Afghanistan, Rajasthan, Kashmir, Haryana, Punjab, etc. He had also visited some parts of China. A waterfall in the Narmada River in Madhya Pradesh namely 'Bhedaghat' had the history of exploration of that area by Bhela for medicinal plants. The 
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of CCRIMH, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, New Delhi had brought its critical edition after needful correction, which is improved in many aspects. [1] [2] [3] Review and Critical study of Bhela Samhita have become an important tool for interdisciplinary research to reveal new facts and figures. The similar pattern of sections (Sthanas) and a number of chapters (adhyayas) are found both in Charaka Samhita erstwhile Agnivesha Samhita and Bhela Samhita, as well.
Healing with medicinal plants is as old as mankind itself. The connection between man and his quest for drugs in nature dates from the far past. According to Ayurveda, The tripartite knowledge (Trisutra-Hetu, Linga, Oushadha) descended to earth from Brahma to Daksha Prajapati, from Daksha Prajapati to Ashwini twins, from Ashwini twins to Indra, and from Indra to Bharadwaja. This knowledge ultimately flowed to Atreya and his six disciples. The knowledge of medicinal plants presents inseparably in the Oushadha sutra of this tripartite knowledge. 4 The ample evidence of this knowledge is evident from the written documents, preserved manuscripts, and monuments and even original plant medicines. The contemporary science has only acknowledged their active actions. The medicinal plant mentioned by the sages is now included in modern pharmacotherapy. 5, 6 Vivid descriptions of the plant are found in Ayurveda Samhitas. Their proper identification, properties, usage is explained by their successor in the medieval periods, in the form of Nighantus (lexicon of medicinal plants). Many researchers and scholars have worked and commented on the plants mentioned in Brihat-Trayi (Charaka Samhita, Susruta Samhita, and Astanga Hridayam). 7 None of the scholars of the ancient period or modern times have put much emphasis on the medicinal plants of Bhela Samhita.
In this paper, a preliminary review has been done on the medicinal plants described in Bhela Samhita.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The present study revealed that the medicinal plants His better acquaintance with the plant Rohitaka (Tecomella undulata G. DON., Family: Bignoniaceae) revealed about his nativity to the Western part of India. Bhela differs in the sequence of consuming Triphala (Haritaki, Bibhitaki, and Amalaki) along with the meal, which is mentioned in Matrashitiya adhyaya and had given a pharmacological basis for it. Amalaki is advised to be taken before a meal, Haritaki after meal and Bibhitaki after digestion, whereas Charaka prescribes two Bibhitaki before meals, four Amalaki after meals and one Haritaki after digestion. Bhela has considered Bibhitaki as Pitta Slesma Kara and Vatahara, whereas Bibhitaki is usually considered as Slesamahara. Use of Khadira in Kushtha by Bhela seems to be referred from Susruta Samhita. 
